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Abstract

The important place of Mahdiism belief in the religious knowledge system
of Islam and its direct and bilateral relationship with the Islamic Revolution
has made the holy system of the Islamic Republic of Iran adopt appropriate
strategies to manage the culture of the waiting. These strategies have not
been compiled, but can be identified and analyzed through examining the
intentions of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Khamenei. For this purpose, in the present study, using the content analysis
method, the text of the wise leader's thoughts have been processed,
combined, and summarized in three stages. The result of this process was
the formation of eight comprehensive themes that, in fact, constitute the
strategies of this study. The identified strategies were then analyzed
comparatively. These strategies, in order of importance are: emphasizing
the relationship between Mahdiism and the Islamic Revolution, drawing a
hopeful, inspiring and motivating image of the ideal of Mahdiism, explaining
the correct meaning of the culture of the waiting and its pathology,
institutionalizing the culture of the waiting in certain strata and reference
groups, emphasizing meta-Shiism, meta-religion and universalism of
Messianism and taking advantage of Mahdiism places and occasions, the
emphasis on seeking justice as an important feature of the state that paves
the way for the reappearance and the waiting community, and finally
developing the epistemological foundations of Mahdiism.

Keywords
Strategy, Mahdiism, management of the culture of the waiting, Ayatollah
Khamenei, Islamic Republic of Iran system, content analysis.
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